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DRIVE IS BEGUN
ON BESSARABIA

Teutons  Bombard Museo-
vites on Russian Side
of Danube,

FIGHT IN CARPATHIANN!

Crar's Troops Storm Peak on

Moldavian Frontier, Cap-
turing Guns, '

|

Lo, Iwee. 24 —Von Mackensen'n
Dabrudja srmy may celebrate Christmas |
on flussinn sodl.  Glermnn  ennnon  are |
preparing for s ocrosaing of the Danube, |
the river Imo!

ws=tan trenches an the Bessarabinn
bank ‘
tien. Makharoff le losing his Iast '!’lmt«i
holil o the tingy peninsula in northwest - |
ern  Dwbrudja.  Herlin  announces  to-
night that the Ruesians have been driven
from Isnkehin, [
The Ruesinns in the tpenches on the
Danube that the Germans ure shelllng
wre ln n Hght corner. They are exposed |
to gunfire from three gldes, an enfilnding |
Arn extremely difficult to endure. They
will be hard put to it to hold thelr uucl-'
tons and prevent German, Turkish and!
Bulgarian Infantry from crossing,

tiermans Shell Tultcha.

fGerman guns are Ihrﬁll\. the north
Pank of the Danube on bolth sides of
Tultcha, the large Dobrudja town which
the tiermann took yesterday, Tullicha
i« ut the apex of & small peninsula |
formed by o southward bend of the!
anube.  On this peninsula are the Rus- |
aian  positions, exposed to fire from |
Tulteha n front and from elther side
of the peninsuln.

The peninsuln and the ground about
it 18 at the upper end of ithe Danube
delta and very swampy. Beyond are
many small lukes and lagoons dotting
the country to the north as far as the
Kllin, the northern of the three Danube
arms Fifteen miles north of the penin-
sula g the Jarge Bessarublun town of
Ismatl.

A little further to the west of Tultcha
there isx a more fuvorable spot for a
crossing, where only the main stream of
the Danube would have to be cromsed.
Rtill further west In the region of
Isakohn, which has just been oceupled
by the Teutons, n crossing could be made
toward the Bessarabian town of Kartal,
where the bank is not so marshy,

Frar Felt for Odessn.

In this situation grave fears are felt’
for (wlessa, the greal Hussian port on the H
Thark Sea. which Is only 125 milex from
Tulteha.  1f the Teutons cross they will
e aile wiso to sever lmportant routes by
which men and munitions wre belng sent
from Russia tnto Ruminia.  One of these
runs soith through Hessarabia to Renl,
on the northern bank of the Danube, only
fAfteen miles west of Ixakoha.

While yielding ground in the Dobrujs
the NMussians have made another attack
In the Carpathians, with some success, A
mountain peeak on the Moldavian frontier
was stormed by  Russian troops, who
struggled 1o ite crest through deep snow.
They captured five officers and 1060 men
and three machine guns.  The (iermans
admit this Russian success, which they
say was won “nfter an unsuccessful ad-
anoe

I tirent Wallachin there was indeci-
olve Arhiting, in whivh the Germans used
heavy artillery 1o cover desperate attucks
upot the Husslan positions, Heavy fight-
g continued all day, but w:"mui dect-
sl AL gnother point the TeMlons made
five gitempts 1o attuck. all of which 1'I|G|
Husstan  statement describes as woak
and says were repulsed.

The Capture of lsakcehs.

The German statement to-night an-
noupeed the taking of Isakoha, The
Gormat day statement follows:

Army griup of Fleld Marshal von
Mackensen © By the operations of the
Dobrudjn army the cnemy hax been
pushed into the northwestern cormer
of the country, ‘The north bank of
the Danibe on hoth sides of Tultcha
fe under the fAre of our guns

Fromt of Archduke Joseph: In the
anow covered wooded Carpathlans the
artillery fire temporarily fnereased in
the Luadova and  Kirlibahi sectors.
North of the Uzul Valley the Russians
again launched an attack.  After an I
unsuccessfiyl advance they gained {
footing on a height of the Magyaros
ridge.

The Nusalan statement on the Ru-
manian front follows

Throughout the day the anemy Was
active in the region between Kamsinm
and Zaballa villages

Russians in Hot Fight,
In the region of Galberenul and
Drogul the enemy, under cover of his

heavy nrilllery, repeatedly attacked
ur Nesperwta fighting continued
hera throughout the duy. 1In  the

region of Hatogu and Vilinu we re- |
prlsed five weak cneiny attempts o
asnuma the offensive ;

In the Dobrudjm tha snamy con-
tinued to attack our troops, who with-
drew toward Tsakcha

Some airplanes dropped hombs on
the region of the Yanka rallway sta-
tlon (Girewt Wallachin) on the Hugeu-
Braila line.  German sirplanes landed
atd un officer and two woldiers wers
made prisonemn.

In the wooded Carpathinns, after
artillery  preparation, we atlacked
enemiy trepches on the heiglits narth
of (he Miver Cussa (Casulul) and cap- |
tured some of them after vielent hand
t6 hand Aghting, taking three machina
guna, five officers and 100 men. We
are consolidating the slopea south of
tha captured height.

The Russian siatement on the front
in tialicla and Volhynla reads:

After an attack by artillery and
viNa fire against our bridgehcad near
the viliage of Boldura the enemy at-
tempted an offensive, but was dis-
pernsd by our flre, Enemy attéempts
against our advanced posta on Lhe
Bystritza in the reglon of the village
of liachovicky, molith of Bohoro-
dozany, wers easlly repulsed. Near
the village of Kablonka, west of
Zolowlmy, our seouts surrounded and
made prisoners of an enemy fleld post.

|
RUSSIAN THRUST VAIN.!

¥Have Gaimed Only Minor Advan-.
tages, fays Berlin Critle. |

Rerrin (by wireless), Dec, 24.—Only |
minor advantagea in the Oituz Valley
have been gained by the Russians In
their four weekn offensive in the wooded |
Carpathlans and along the Tranay)-
vianlan eastern frontler, and these have
been counterbulanced by loonl sucoesses
Cleawhers by the Austro-Gierman forees,
writes the military critle of the (Over-
ul Newns Agency.

"The armies of tiens, von Ars and
van Koevens,' he continues, “uare maln-
taining thalr positions on the pass height
which they took during the great thrust
In tictober, while on tien. von (ioerke's

fromt in the mid-Carpaithisns angle the
Foluation hins chatged favorshly to the
Central Powers I consequence of the

ndvance In eustern Wallachin, The ene-
my here is disposed lu Intrenched posi-
tions In impracticalde mountaing broken
by the tranaverse valleys and is stlempt-

-

| iermany  attracied

im

Ing 6 hold off the

pressurs of the
Austro«derman forces,

“From this point the front turns enst- |

ward and runs along the Blanie Valley
In an aimost direct east and west direc-
thon south of Rimnik Sarat, where it I8
continued by the new Rumaninn defen-
mve ponition on
Filipescu-Concarul line. This line through
eartern Wallnchia in about 70 kilometers
(45 milen) in length and is prolonged
by the Dobrudja position. Their posi-
tlons In the plain offer the Turso-Ru-
manian armies only limited security for
their southern front resting on the Dan-
ube and the Black Ben."

The writer alluden to the fighting on'

the wentern front during the past few
days as nothing more than the usunl
trench warfare, noting the cessation of
Important operations In the Verdun
rogion and a continuation of the c¢alm
on the Bomme front.

“The wituation of, the combatants on
the third war Christman,” he concludes,
Tdovs not differ ‘from that of ene and
two years ago, the relation of the forces

| rqmnining  identical even though the
I menns of warfare have been increased |

in gigantic fashion.”

ALL LUXURIES NOW
BARRED IN AUSTRIA

New Law Prohibits Importa-
tion of Fruits, Furs, Toys,
Jewelry, &e.

Viexsa, via London, Dec. 24 —A law
prohibiting the importation into Austrin-
Hungary of all articles of luxury beeama

effeciive to-day. The list includes south-

ern frults, champagne, chocolate, high
priced textiles, such as silk and haif
silk garments, furs, toys, Jewelry, musl-
cal instruments and perfumery., The in-
tent of the Yaw is to prevent the outgo
of money to foreign countries and cause
improved axchange rajes,

Travellern 1o Austrin-Hungary are
warned not to wear jewelry, which wili
be confiseated at the border

In political circles heres the appoint-
ment of Count Ceernin von Chudenitz an
AustrosHungarian Forelgn Minister In
looked upon as A culmination of the of-
forta of Emperar Charles In pursuance
ol the desire anttributed to him to solidify
the relations between Austria and Hun
gary., Count Crernin i a German-Hos-
heminn, with o successful record as n
diplomat, and personally close to the Eme-
peror, to Count Tisza, the Hungarian
Fremier; to Count Clam-Martinig, the
new Austrtwn Premier, and to Field Mar-
shal Conrad von Hoetzendorf, Chief of
the Austro-Hungarian tieneral Staff

EGGS FROM HOLLAND.
Signed Providing for a

sSapply for Germany,

Loxpox, Dec, 24.—Holland and Uer-
many have signed a treaty providing for
& supply to the latter of egge, milk and
fruit, says a Central News despatch from
Amsterdam to-day.

Trealy

DEFENDS D. THOMAS CURTIN.

Loed Northeliffe Says Corresponds
ent Gave Valunble Ald to U, S,

BostoN Dee 24— The Globe has re-
celved the following despateh from Lord
Northelife regarding certain statements
cabled (o this eountry dealing with the
attitnde of Amertcans in London toward
I Thomas (‘urtin, whose letters in the
tLondon Times dealing with conditions in
consideranble atten-

ton:

My attention has been ealled 1o un-
truthful statements in  Hoston 1 wWspa-
prers ponverning my plucky young Amer-
lean correspondent, Mr. Y, Thomus ur-
tin. 1t states that Mr. Curtin has been
badly reveived by his fellow American
citiaens in London, This statement |s
contrnry to fact, '

UMr, Curtin recelved a hearty welcome
and record attendance at the American
Club and has been a guest sinee ob-
Jeotlons were et to the club by three
disgruntied rival newspaper men, one of
whom since expressed regret,  None of
these thres men dares publish here what
he cabled o America

*1, brought the muatter bafore
board of control of the club,
pressed thelr indignation.  Mre tiordon
Relfridge, London's leading American
buriness man, wus eapecially annoyed.
He entirsly mupports Mr. Curtin, tele-
graphed his congratulation on hisn good
work and has Indorsed the clubws in-
dorsement of Mr. Curtin,

"Mr., Curtin in now engaged on a lec-
ture tour and is everywhers the gueeat
of leading American mnd Engliah people
He haa performed wvaluable mervice for
the United Btates tiovernment by put-
ting at !ts disposal important informa-
tion ma to Germany's hostile In* ntlons,
Hin passport expired on Ooctober 13, and
he s now provided with a Home OMce
denti'y book, NorTwovLiree”

the
who ex-

Tha letters of Mr. Curtln on condl-
tionm in Ciermany wers cabled Lo THe
BuUs id appeared In !ta columna.

CANADIAN LABOR REASSURED.,

Cenaus of Manhood Power Asserted
Yot to Mean Conacription,
Orrawa, Dee. 24 —~Representatives of
orgunized labor who have pmoiested
through thelr executives amgainet the
Canadian Government's national service

| plan huve received from Direotor of Na-

tlonal Hervica Bennett a reply atating
that the proposed census of Canada's
mainhood power has nothing to do with
conacription for military service, it was
leartied to-night

Mr. Bennatt asserted the stock taking
of men tn Canada in denigned, po far as
he v concerned, only to put the Govern-
menut in & position to achleve & max-
fmum of production of munitions, food
and other neceanities for the population
of the Dominion as well as for ths mili-
tary and eivil populations of the allied
countries,

Premier Borden and hia Miniatera on
Tuesday will give the labor representa-
tives a formal hearing and an answer
to thelr objections,

LIGHTSHIP, cum.xia. IN PORT.

Nantucket Shoals Vessel Arvives at
New Bedford After a Battle.

New Brororp, Mass., Dec, 24.—The
Nantucket Bhoals Lightship No,
which was blown from her station hy
the elghty mile gale Friday night, crept
inte port to-duy after u trylng experi-
e,

Une of the boilers win put out of com-
mission during the violent pltching of
the veksel, While she was thus ciip-
pled her big ehain cables parted and she
fell broadside to the combing sean. Her
loe rull was forced under waler and It
looked for & few momenis as |f she
wauld he engulfed,

lifebonts wers wrenched from thelr!

fastenings, but wern made secure agaln
after a hard struggle, It took elght
hours to repair the dumaged boller and
then the ship was headed toward the
coast, Veterans of tha crew aald the
wale wag the worst they had
in many years. It s expocted that

lightship will go back on her statien te-
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‘ARCHIES' END RAID
- OF GERMAN FLIERS

Guns Hurl Shrapnel Among
' Advancing Alrplanes as

| Aviators Ascend.

FIGHT LIKE GREAT BIRDS| 1

Dart, Dash, Cirele, Turn in
. Battles at High Altitudes
’ Above the Clouds.

Wirn Tite Bairien AnMIEs 1N FranNce
| {vin London), Dec. 24—A day of sun-
i #hine—a rarity In December on the Brit-
i ivh front—calined & temporary revival
of activity mmong the aviators to-day,
| presenting &  speciacle which a few
! veurs ago could have lived only in the
| L ngination,

Out of the distance thers came early
"l the day a series of black specks whioh
| gradunily grew until they took the form
of German airplanes, From polita of
| telescople  obwervation their approndh
(had been signalled long hefore even the
| first tiny dots were viaible to the raked

exe. Hritieh guna were ready and Hrit-
| inh mirphlanes were already oflmbing
above the Buins of the shell torn Flem-
{ish town to challengs the Invaders,

| While the German machines were still
lover their own Mnes the British anti-
| nireraft cannon, known as "“Archies,” he-
| ban to speak. There was a sharp, anary
jerack. A moment later n shrapnel shell
Churst Into & white puff ball just in the
path of the oncoming alrplanes, At
| firet, the whits fleck of powder smoke
! seemed no larger than a pin head, but 1t
',mn sprend until it appeared as an ex-
(aggerated toy baloon and floated as
{lasily against the sky. Then there was
, another puff, and then another, until it
seemed that half a hundred "Archiea”
| must be going amd the sky bacawne &
| fretwork of whigs smoke balls, sach one
marking a spo¥ whers a reaking shell
had showered (t2 leaden bulleta upon the
fast travelling Gertana.

Britiah Open Fire,

Plugging In and ot among the ex-
ploding shrapnel, the approaching alr-
prlanes left o trail of thesa flecks and
[;um-kr puffs in thelr wake., Up and up,
Cthrough the danger zone of thelr own
,Bum=,  the Hritish  avistors climbed
cagerly to the fight. The distant hum
of the hostile metors could now be heard,
cmingled with the louder, bee like drons
of the English machines, and between
Fhe searviely perceptible Intervals of the
|"\wnmr' fire came Lthe staccato notes

of the machine guns, The British air-
men had opened tire hefore reaching the
level of their sdversaries

Now the Hritish machinea began to
| vlose in from various directions and the
P invaders turned suddenly and started for
fihely own lines,  Thelr precipiiate re-
tredet wis murked by the mame trall of
shell fire as ad besn thelr uwpproach.
The Hritish aviktors pursued, hut hmving
now the wdvantage of helght wnd .. div-
Ing start for home, the Germans tem-
fmirarily gt away,

This was the first plane of the day's
batties in the air—wa prelude to the Inter
fighting, when tweo German mschines
came crashing W earth in spioning nose
dives.  Alrplanes are noter so much like
birds na when they meet in combal
They durt. dash, circle. turn and awsop
like s many feathered warriors, and
often the battles muge nt such high alti-
tiddes that the muachines hecome all but
invisihle.

Menmrnsring for Posltion,

Again there will be a gt among the
viouds, when the more darnng aviators
muke startling plunges through the in-
tervening st to catch thelr opponents
T W e Alwayn there Is great ma-
neuvring for positions, amnd speoliilors
are filled with wonder at what tha mod-
ern airplane can do; even lo excelling
the bitds in thelr own eloment by Aying
upmiide down

Maost of the Hghting aviators endeavor
|t “Ret an the other fellow's tail”  This
meatis w position above nnd =lightly be-
lind the wdversary, where one can fire
down Into him. (hers, however, prafer
to pltack from a position almoat directly
underneath, thinking  they  have a
steadler fAiring platform in climbing than
in diving

The Intter day machines have suth
wonderful stability that they <an be
brought down only by direct hits, killing
the pllot or plercing the petrol tank, in
which latter event the alrpliune generally
catches fire and falls In & blaging »piral
“Archie’” shells often hlow alrplaner out
of the line by making many punctures

In thelr wings, bul the machines thus
domaged generally are brought safely
home

When the history of aviation In the

present war s written it will contain
some of the most thrilllng chapters of
the strange world conflict. The British
Filylng Corps has established records of
daring and attainment which even In
tha colorless official reporis of the corps
rend lilse fiction. Recently there have
heen Nghta on the Heltish front In which
from sixty to eighty machines were en-
gaged.  Suceh battles begin with Indi-
vidua! fights and graduxily develop Into

what the aviators term & ‘“general
melee," na reenfurcements arrive from
both sides.

Fighting at Close Hange.

Thers have been as high ae ninety-aix
distinet fights 'n n single day on this
front alone. Near the point whers the
birivinh and French lines joln there have
beots fAghts in which the French hava
come 1o the asalstance of the Engliah
and the Euglish have gona to the asslwt-
ance of the French to help defeat the
dermans, There have been numerous
engagementa in which a Britlsh aviator
hus closed within twenty yarda of hia
adversary, firing point blank inte him.
British and Franch aviators, as a last
resort, have deliberately crushed Into a
Giurman, After one Instance of that sort
a RBritish aviator brought his machine
down with only one wing.

On one occaslon thres Rritish ma-
chines deliberately dived into & forma-
tlon of seventeen German machines, de-
stroving two. Another time two Rritiah
avintors attacked eleven Germans, and
once & Second Lisutenant of the Britiah
corpa attacked five hostile machines,
Ile was altacked from behind, but
turned und got in the rear of the hoatile
craft and keeping “on Ita tall® drove It
| dewn,
| The Britlsh avintors take great satis-
[ fuction at the result of a recant fight
when they attacked a German bombing
| suadron which was trylng to cross the
iltrmnh lines. In the heat of the aerial
vombat thayGermans let go bomba which
fell into their own lines,

! Gem. Otls Makes §180,000 Gift,

i Lom ANorrea, Cal, Dee, 24.—A Christ-

mna gift of the Hivoune, formerly the
home of Gen. Harrlson Gray Otls , pres-
ident and general manager of the loa
Angeles Times, wan presentsd to the
vounty to-day by Qen. Otls for use as
an wrt gallery, The propsrty, valued at
$160.000, [n opponite ens of the city
parks,

Four Killed by Traim,

Tariervinew, Conn, Dec. 34, — Four
persons wers  killed to-night when a
freight train on the New Huven Rullromd
struck & carringe in which they were
riding at an unprotected ywrade crossing
at Floydville, near hare. The dead are
Joseph Sinkleals, his wife, Murgaret, both
of this emd
Charlyg

JILTED SOLDIER ENDS LIFE.

Naylor Found Sweetheart Married
on Retarmn From Border.

When Esra B. Naylor, Jr, of 201
Fremont stréet, Peekakill, went to the
Mexican border last summer whh the
Soventh Regiment, N. G. N, Y. ha was
engaged to marry a young woman in
that city. Baturday night hs rejoined
hin family to find walting for him a
note that told him she had married In
hia absence.

Early yesterday morning, whila hin
family wan still asleep, Naylor got up
rom bed and put on his full guards-
man's uniform. He was found In the
kitchen of hia home dead, with all the
gas jets In the room turned on.

Although the young man had been
back from Texas several days, his work
with the New York Central Rallroad In
thin city kept him away from home and
Ignorant of what had happened, The
note seemed to unnerve him, He
bhrooded and spent a great deal of time
clnnlw up hia rifle before he went to
bed, o one of his family noticed hin
absence from his room until after day-
light, when his mother discoversd gas
Insuing from the kichen.

SMALLPOX HOLDS UP
635 ON XMAS EVE

Most of Passengers Aboard
Kristisnafjord May Go to
Hoffman Island.

The Norwaglan-America llner Kris.
tinniafjord malled serenely Into Quaran-
tine yesterday afternoon with T8 first
cabin, 1256 mecond eabin and 432 third
cabin passengers, chiefly Boandinavians,
most of whom hoped to spend Christmas
day In this vielnity. But a Finnish im-
migrant who had developed smalipox on
the voyage from Hergen held the ship
up and she was ordered to anchorage
off Clifton.

Thereafter untll late last night the
vaccinating force of Quarantine was
husy inoculating those who had no proof
thut they were protected againat small-
pox. The Finn was ment to Swinburne
Inland and all the 432 third cabin pas-
nengers, Including some American eitl-
zens, were told (hey might have to re-
main fourteen days on Hoffman Island
for observation,

Hoffman 1sland at this season (s one
of the bleakest places inside any bay of
the countiry, and thers are no Christmas
trees there except perhups in the homes
uf some of the employeen, and these fow
would give litle cheer to a multitude of
Seandinavians, whose Viking ancestors
Invented the great hush. That Is why
the Scandinaviana felt unhappy. Stulll,
they had a tree aboard, as they nlways
have, the Norweglan-America line mak-
Ing a mpecinlty of them, and thera wan
soma pre-<Christmas festivity on the ship
Iant night.

The only reason the Scandinaviana did
nt apend Christmus eve on Hoffman
Isiand in that there wers no barges avalls
able to take them there. Thers may not
e any to-day, thin belng even mors of
hollday than Sunday, and after all every-
ody may be landed except the one small-
pox vietim.

Among the pnssengers (= Karl von Wie-
gand, war correspondent, who has been
long In Germany giving the German
viewpoint of the war.

T0 QUIZ LAWSON
ON CAPITAL ‘LEAKS’

Financier Says Stock Market
Had Advanee Information
of Wilson Note,

Wasmivaroy, Dee, . —Interest In
the fortheoming Investigation by the
House into the alleged “pipe line” cone
nectlons hetween Wall Street and Wash-
Ington and which lnvestigation Is pro-
vided for in the resolution introduced
by Nepresentative Wood of Indiana, was

whetted  considerably  to-day Ly the
decluration of Thomas A. Lawson that
wueh “leaka” exist and that the stock

market had advance information of the
Wilson note.

It in likely Mr, Lawson will be given
an oppartunity 1t tell whiat lie hnows
about the “leaks’ The most =iznificant
thing about the Lawson stutement ns it
is viewed hers I8 that it leaves no ex-
vuse far not ordering the Investigation

The Democratic leaders who were say-
Ing vesterday that no Investization
would be ordered except upon specific
charges, can no longer udvance any such
reason for not passing the Wood reso-
lutlon.

Mr, Lawson, If he has besn properly
quoted, has made the specific charge
that thers are leaks and that other leaks
will occur befors the New Year., The
Hoston financier professes to have in-
formation about the situation that s lin-
portant,

It is probable that Mr. Lawson will he
asked by Rapresentative Wood, author
of thes resolutlon, or soma one caually
interested in the matter, to coufirm the
statament credited to him in the press
to-day and to ba & little more specifie |f
possible, and upon these admissions the
proporients of thie resolution and those
who favor an Investigation wiil demand
thiat .the Democratic leadors suthorize
the Investigation or wecepl the respon-
sibility for wilfully obstructing it

Moat of the Senators and Heprosenta-
tives who are Interested i probing the
matter ars saying that the Investgntion,
it ordered, will be broader than s roi-
templated by Heppesantative Wood's
resolution, which deals only with the
davelopmenta of a day or two relating
to tha twn statemsnta {ron the Hiate
Department Interpreting the President’s
note,

The desirs in Congreas s to dovelop
whether theres ia any direct means of
communication betwean high Adininis-
tration sources and the Wall BLrest spec-
ulators, S0 many things have happensd
to suggeat such means of obtaining valu-
abls advance Information that Henators
and Repressntatives belleve the mutter
ought to ba Investigated,

Brokers have from time to time bean
able to advise thelr frienda of the con-
tents of Important measages or papers
in advance of these being given out that
suggesis very close connection with high
officlal sources,

Even the outlines of the President's
messagea and his important recem-
mandations have besn known In the
speculbtive centres msoveral days be-
fore their dellvery in Congress. Hona-
tors and Repressentatives may there ought
to be & way of fixing the responsibility
for this lenkage,

It was sald to-day that ths Benale
might set IF the House mtifled the (n-
quiry proposed by Representative Wood,
Two or three Hanators stand ready to
ank for the Investigation If the Liouse
does not mot,

Smoke Overcomes Filremen.

In a fire which gutted thres three
story dwellings at 3840, 3843 and 3844
Whita Plains avenus, The Bronx, yes-
terday morning, Fireman Joseph Melody
of K06 Kast 224th wmireet, attached io
Engine 70, was overcome Ry smoke, but
remained on dut'y‘:ﬂn & surgeon had

attended him. fire started In the
R A | S D 8 S

GRANNY BERSINGER
SET FREE BY A WRIT

Says Friend's Turkey Dinner
Will Be Better Than
Tombs Chicken.

OBJECTS TO PANS IN JAIL

Would Scrub Floors Before
Asking Ald of Motherin-
law, She Declares.

Mrs. Clara' F. Bersinger, the Rich-
mond Hill grandmother who was sent to
the workhouss by Magistrate Henry
Miller of Jamatca on December 14 under
& six montha msentence becauss ehe
wouldn't, just wouldn't, pay #8 a week
for the support of thres small grand-
children, was released from jail yester-
day on a writ of habeas corpus,

Btores being closed, she onuun" not
& Christrmas turkey for herself and
Grandfather Beruinger, but friends In-
vited the elderly pair to have Christ-
mas dinner with them, which, grand-
mothér sald last night, “will be vastly
different to eatimg ohicken In the
Tombn.*

The youngsters toward whose support
Mrs. Bersinger declined to pay are Myr-
tle, Calvin and Arthur Jones, 4, 3 and 2
Years reapectively. They are the chil-
dren of Mre. Bersinger'a son, Arthur
Jones, and it was Mra. Edna B. P. Jonea,
thelr mother, who made the complaint
which resulted in the grandmother's
prosecutlon,

After Fdgar F. Hazelton, Mre. Rer-
Alnger’'s attorney, applied to Supreme
Court Justice Greenbaum on Saturday
for m review of her oame Mra. Hersin-
Ker Was tranaferred from the Hiark-
well's Inland workhouss to ths Tombe,
and the Justlra asked counsel to submit
briefn. ‘Mr, Haselton mat up until 4
o'clock yesterday morning preparing his
Argument.

Ordera Weman's Release.

The Justics gave up a good part of
the day to hin consideration of the case
wned ordered the woman's releass on the
ground that the committing Magistrate
had no jurisdiction He declded that
utider Section 683 of the City Charter a!
Muglatrate could have jurisdiction only
upon amplication of the Commissioner
of Charities nfier an order issued by
tha Cammissloner for the mupport of
children had been violated,

As roon ns the writ was nigned lLaw-
yer Mazelton hurried to the Tombs with
Fitha document and Grandmother Bersin-
ger was released. She went straight to
her homs &t 188 Cedar avenue, Rich-

mond HiN.

"I am going to have & Christnias din-
ner out of Jail after all," Mres, Rersinger
wald to a Svs man, “It will ba In
srunge contrast with the chicken din-
ner whieh, T am informed, will be served
to the Inmates of the workhouse on
Christman Day. This meal I will enjoy
will not be served an a tin plgte. One of
the hardest things I had to stand on!
Blackwell's Island wam the vils board
which was dished up on tin plates, An,
bad am the fare wam, 1 found that mome
of the half famished iInmates wers giad
tooeat whant T discarded,

Didn't WHave to Work,

“During my may in the workhouse 1
wan not compellsd to work hecause the
wiuthorities thers sald they didn't know
why I wus rent to Jail. T am not an idie
woman, however, nnd 1 Kept myself busy
making handages and other things In the
Red Cross department. 1 had a cell all
to myself, which » not the usunl thing.

YThe attendants treated me with res
st T demunded respect and got 11
Think of pulting & womun of my station
in life among u 1ot of degensrates '

“As regurds my  daughter-in-law's
treptment of me: | had contributed con-
siderable money to the support of her
ehitldren until T fourd that she would de
nothing herself, Mis Jones didn't ask
me to help her. She demanded it Une
der the circumstances when a daughters
in-law has her hushand’'s mother put In
Jalt and demands of that mother that she
shull support her and her ehildren what
would any woman of spirit de? She
wollld do exactly ax T 4ld, lbm:m:'l,- re-
fuse

“I oam a thrifty woman. T save whera
1 ean, but it would ba utter foolishness
to pay oul money to A woman who will
not worl, 1 am willing te do anythina
tn anve my hushand's malary, but T
wouldn® ask my mother-in-law for help,
much less demand It. I'd scrub floors
firm,™*

U, 8. PROPOSITION T0 SIBERIANS

Nasslan Commercial Organisations
Giet Cooprreative Trade Offer.

"ernoonan (via London), Dee, 24—
The 'etrograd semi-oMeial news agency
publishes the following:

“*The commervial organizations of Hi-
herin hiave recelved from a commercial

ansoclation of New York a proposition
for cooperation with w, view to amello-
rinting condittnns with respect to com- |
mercinl transactions hetweon the 'nited
States and Runsla™

ONE 0YSTER STEWED
IN VILLAGE STABLE

Take It From Greenwich
Mayor MecGrath, Florence
Gough Gave Real Party.

YULETIDE IN THE STUDIOS

Polly Holloday, Paaline Royce
and Billy Rowle' Have a
Hand in the Brew.

All Gresnwich Village will bear wit-
nesa fo the fact that the Mayor had
ruch & deuca of a time at Florenoce
Gough's party Baturday night and Sun-
day morning., that he dldn't come up
for alr until all hourn yesterday after-
noon—the Mayor under oconsideration
being, of courns, the Hon. Jack McGrath,
sx-officio “Mayor of Greenwich Village.”

The party, which was held in the
whitewanshed stable at 160 West Fourth
street, where Flos Gough designs and
nells — especially sells — pre-Raphaelite
gowns, futuristic toys, neo-pre-neo-pant
performance-pre-cublistio shirtwalsta and
other mathetic bits of virtu, would have
been Just ona of thoss Village parties
if it hadn't been for m bright thought
which Mayor McGrath picked right out
of hin own head early In the procesdings
yesierday morning.

“My chiidren,” exclalmed Mayor
McOrath in fatherly solemn tonea to
Flos and Polly Holloday and Georgie
Baker, who washes the paper napkins
in Poliy's and does other odd john
around Miss Holloday's noted Village
restaurant—"my children,” the Village's
leading ecitizsen repeated to Flos and
Polly and Ueorgle and Loulse ("oomes
and Norman Jacobson and a number of
other eminent celebrities of the neigh-
barhood, whose names_cannot be listed
owing to the fact that the reporter lost
hin notes during the party, ‘“we should
not fall to remember that, in the last
analysis [long applause] this Is & sen-
pon of the year which hms & more seri-
oun aspect which often s overlooked,

Elysian Fields of Oratory.

“Taking things by and large [pro.
longed handelapping) It comen to me like
& bholt from the blue [cheers] that the
lemn sald the soonest mended, | Applause
lusting elght minutes.] Necemaity iy the!
mother of invention. | More applause !
and cries of “Thres cheers for the I-:rm-:
lish language '] Willy nilly Iu:\plnun].l
1 say without fear of succeasful contra-
diction [long applause] that this func-,
tion, lacking 4 sertoun note, s ke ‘Ham-
let’ without tha Great Dane. [Tremen-
dous applause. |

“When | was a little tad, knes high to
a grasshopper [hysterical approbation] 1
wus wont [applause] to go to church af-
fairs whereist the masterwork was the
church oyster stew. Lot un, therefore, If |
only 1o lend a touch of aweet solemnity
to tha presnt function, concoct sn oyster
stew hers and now. Billia Rowle or fesa
Reala or—oh, any of yvou boys or xlrlnl
run over to Sixth avenus aml get the
oyster. In the meantime we shall make |
ready tha stew, the combined effect of the |
oyster and the stew giving to this delight-
ful occasion Just that nots of the spirit-
ual which meant for much [applauss) in
the church suppers 1 attended in the days
agone.” [Prolonged cheers and stamp-
Ing of feel.)

Riding in n Sapercillous Six,

Polly Holloday had just told Georgie
Baker to go over to Molly's and get their |
oyeter, thus muking the expaiise of the
evening an light as pomsible, when a i-|
veralon happened.  In came Miss Pauline |
RRoyew, fresh from the Haby Ball at the |
Liberal i‘lub, just then. Hillla Rowle,
who is the neu-super-pre-Joemiller wit
of all the Village's bright folk, grabbed |
the arm of Polly Royee,

Wauit w minute—get thin one, brother
and sinter artiste” oried Billie Towle.
simultaneously trying to hold back the
peals of laughter rising within hin
"Think of npiy last name as plural or
even in the possesaive case—hn! ha! |
1 ecan't heip Inughing. Howlen or
Howle's—rmlls—get me? And who am 1
grihbing by the arm a8 {f she were |
mine” Tolly Royee! Tee-hee-hee ! |
Rowle's Ttovees ! 18 it too quiek for you?
Rolls-RRoyece—don't you get 3

Well, sir, that was ss fur as the wittl. |
est person In all Greenwlch Villnge got
for a long time,  The whitewush fell
aff the Interior of Flom Gough's stuhle |
in great flakey Laughtor shook the |
malls

And Jack MoGirath, who simply |
dotents the idle rich, sald that after all |
n $10000 automobile at Inst had Jupstl-
fied (ts manufacture.

In Search of an Oyster,

They laughed mn long over Rillie'm
Rolls-Royce wheere—and ha said later
that the joka wam wholly Impromptu—
that for a long tima everybody forgot
what 1t was that Mayor Jack MoeGrath
had besn suggesting when Blllle'a Im-
agination jumped luto action. Then they
remembered the cehurch festival oyster
atew,

Heveral of the leading dramatic artists
in the Provineetown and tha Washing.
ton Square Plavers, whose nwnes also

were loat when the reporier's notes ols- |

appenred, hastenad out into the gather-
ing dawn to get the desired oyater, They
hud to go all the way up to Jefferson
Murkst before they camo to an oyster
stand which, althougn open, was owned
by an oyster opencr who was wusleep,
Hut they came upon such g combination
finally uwnd hurried back to the party
with a whola live Lynn Haven

The stew wiready had been concocted
In Flos's copper punch howl.  Not sven

—
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| Ing of 1,300 kosher hutchers in & oft at

L exceusive  wholesnlo
| packers have reduced their sehedule for

A fireleas cooker was needed to get the
lNquid part of the stew interested In
itsalf. Three quarts of Itallan, ons
quart of French, a dash of biiters, &
heaping fire shovel of Geneva, a quart
of Jamaica and enough Scotch creomots
1o NIl the punch bowl comfortably and
the stew Ingredienta were ready.

Into the mtew the live oyster was
dropped. For a few moments, only a
few, it really seemed to beam upon ¥ios
and her guestn an they guthered around
the bowl to sen It goL stewed. And
then, just an the oyster was atarting
to try to aing & lot of the stew got un-
der Its gills and It sank inert to the
deptha of the dark amber mixture,

Fearful that the premsence of the
oyster would vitinte the stew there was
hesitancy for a time on the part of the
hsskembled guesita to sample the dish.
Hut Billle Rowle finally got off another
wheege about the oyster being plekled
‘(;1:.;. :h;ﬂufu l"tl-.-)rbldhlho recital hers of

eal In « Whereupon everybod
Il‘l;nt ¢:Iod of hhum;r and then llmplo:

e slaw on the theory that
in :‘:‘ﬂh :l;'rinl once. = i

Ly make & long wt whort,”
Mayor MeCrath put ¢t Im nt-ﬁﬂ:"ﬂ:
hé finally came up for air, the staw was
80 great m success that the villags upon
meeting the alr Iast night Invariably
called out the studio windows to pas-
nr::{.”wh.m .::ur is this comrade?"

¥y AY Afternoon the

who had lost his notes went hu‘l?m
ncene of the function te try to get from
Miss Flos Gough the exact mames of all
the village celebrities who had attended
her party. At the Mad Hatter's next
door it was sald that Miss Giough had
KoL up early In the mfternoon to go to
another party, but that maybe soms one
wans still left in the stable,

knockinga at the stabls door
brought no response for a time, Finally
entry to the dark Interior was galned,
and In the half light & gentleman was
encountered semted in one of the mtalls
with his head in his hoofa. He looked |
up just long enough to say that owing |
to the fact the day was Bunday there |
wWas no one about the place, and he
added tha further information that he
was & bix bay horse, and If bothered
further would break looss and kiek
somebody to death. And then he whln-l
nied twice and went back to sleep,

KOSHER BEEF PRICE
IS CUT BY PACKERS

Boycott by 1,300 Butchers Re-
sults in Reduetion From
17 1-2 to 15 Cts. a Pound.

It was announced yesterduy at & meet-

70 First avenue that since they decided
on Friday not 1o buy at wholesals or sal]
at retall any kosher killed becf until to-
morrow as & “public protest” agninst
prices  tha meat

“chucks” and “plates” from 173 to 14
and 15 eents & pound

It wan decided at the sesaion tn con-
tinue the “protest” acceording to pro-
gramme. At & meeting to he beld to-
morraw afternoon in the sama loft e
thon will be taken on the question of call-
Ing off the “protest” or of giving the
mewt packing companies n further fight
Avnintant LHstriet Attarney amuel
Markewish, who conducted Judge
Swann's investigation into the _doings nr|
the so-called poultry trust, will speak.

Nathan Zvirin, attorney for the Fed-
eration of Hebrew Ietnll Kosher Buteh-
ers of  Americk, was  the principal
speaker vesterday, He sald the publie
Is eetting a hetter understanding of the
reanons why the kKosher hutehers are re.
fusing to do business with the whale-
snlers,  The wholesale price wiust come |
down tn n reasonabile figure, hin said, or
rlme retallers cannot expect to dn much
business with thelr customers,

A pleketing commitier of respansible !
butchers wius appointed to muke the |
rounds of the clty today to see low
owners of kosher shops are living up ta
their pledger nat to buy from whaole-
=ilers during the period of the “protest

The Hakers' Weekly has jssued w call
1o bhikers to regulnte their retail price
for a loaf of hread necording to market
price of flour, When wheat goes up
flour goes up and when wheat goes down |
flaur goos down

“"To pluce the Baking busitess on a
truly sound fluancial busis" 1the bakors
arzan says, ‘the selling price of bhroad
must invarinbly be adapted to the pre-|
vailing dally market conditions of flagr!
wnd other munterials needed in the mnin-
facture of the siaf® of Lfe.  In other
words, I you should be fortunate enough
to have sour storeroom stocked with §4
flour  and that commodity tosdny  sells |

nt 80 & barrel you base Your cost o

connting on the latter figure and not on
the lower quotation This slone is sound
business Judgment, and will sventually
sliminate the uncertainty now existing
In the banking industry. ‘Thers is no
good reason why w baker should net
adupt himself to typical business prinei«
ples the same as any other merchant.”

GARDNER FOR G. 0. P.
CONGRESS REYOLT

Bay BState Representative
Wants Construetive Pro-
gramme by His l'llrty.

TO FORMULATE POLICTES

He Is Not Content With Mere-
ly Opposing Democratie
Proposals.

Wasminoron, Dec. 14.—Agitation for
& conference of Houss . Republioans ¢o
outline & definits plan of constructive ae-
tion during this and the next Congress
to repiace the present policy of merely
opposing Democratic proposals began te=
day to take definite form,

Upon his return from Cineinnatl, where
fe announced his opposition to Repube
llean Leader Mann for Epeaker of the
next Houss and his support of Rapre=
sentative Lenroot of Wisconsin for the
place, Representative Gardner of Mase
sachumetta mid he would immediately
sec)k to have a conference called for the
purposs of “formulating policiea” for the
future.

He made it cloar that his efforts te
obtain & conference should bs entirely
disassociated from his opposition to Mr.
Mann, which, he says, is based solely on
his conviction that Mr. Mann stands for
“Prussin_and Prussianism' [n interna=
tlonal affalrs.  Until Mann (ndorsed
President Wilson's Fecent peace mosaage,
Gardner sald, he favored the Ililincke
leader.

Mr. Gardner's Alm.

“r shall endeivor to have & con=
ference called to formulate policies and
dlscuss them rather than personalities,”
wald the Massachuselts Repressntative.
“F am tired to deuth of walting for a lot
of bigwigs In the Republican party to
prepare ks platform for us that means
nothing. The Republican party more
nenrly represents Lhe peoplea than any
other. und It Is high time that we were
planning for urging the adoption of
many progressive ideas which already
have been (ncorporated Into laws 0
other vountries’™

epresentative Lenroot evinced keen
interest in the conference proposal, a
sald he favored n similar plan. *“There
I= n very meneral sentiment on the Re-
publican side,” hes mald,” for a confers
ence to disouss the future action of the
party representatives in the House, T
think, that we should not be content with
merely opposing Lemocratic proposals in
the present Congress.

“It we do not favor them we should
state our reasons and offer substitutes
wlilth we belleve to be better. T should
Itk to mea the Republicans adopt such
a plan for the remainder of the ahort
term of Congress und outline s general
programme of legislation for the nexf
sension,”

Conferred With Roosevelt,

Coineident with tha return of Mr,
Gardner it became known that he re-
cently conferred with Col. Roossvelt oa
the [Touse sltuntion, Other than saying
thut & eonferenca had besn held, bows
ever, Mr Gudner declined o disouse
the mesting

Representativa Sehudl of Minnesota,
one of the two Mrugressives elected to
tha next lHouse, also in in receipt of an
invitation to cull on Col. Roosevelt,. In
politieal oiroles the Colonel's activity s
interpreted as Indicating that he intends
1o take mors than a passing interest in
the organieation of the House,

Itopresentative  Gurdier's  announoss
ment of Lils Intentlon to agitate for &
sonference mat o covlial response among
muny of the rank and file Republicans
who ure anxious to prevent the present
ranking minority members of several
v ttoss, who are olassifiod as drrecs
oncllabie stunmatters from getting ohalre
raabips unless they siake declaras
Luns of Progressive principles.

PARIS OWES $140,000,000.

Incrense of 820,000,000 In Yearly
Ezxpenditare of ity Shown,

Special Cahje Despateh to Tus Suv

Pantm, Two 24— "THe wty of 'arie
munieipal budget veport for 1917 ehows
a Monting debt of $140.000,000 and an
tnereased vearly expenditure compared
with 1914 which will exceed $20,000,000
after Aha war

The report advocates ralaing $200,000,«
H00 by a loun and extra taxation yleld
Ing $N.O00,000 a yvenr.
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